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Lost, discarded or destroyed records in National Archives, from Rutte to Trump to Biden… 
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Archival and Information Studies: lost, discarded or destroyed records in National Archives
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Digital preservation Archival law and legislation Memory Authenticity

Archival and Information Studies: information in context
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Archival and Information Studies: Professional (dual) Master

To study Archives means:

• Investigating and critically questioning formal and informal recordkeeping and 
memory concepts and systems (broadly ranging from ancient libraries to social 
media) in their social, cultural and political contexts;

• Understanding the meaning and urgency of evidence, accountability, 
knowledge, memory, culture in a data-driven world;

• Understanding how information is created, disseminated, mobilised and 
(mis)used;

• Designing strategies and solutions for recordkeeping problems: preservation, 
access, accountability, (re)use.
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Archival and Information 
Studies 
and
Preservation & Presentation 
of the Moving Image
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Semester 1: Advanced Introduction (Theory + Practice) Semester 2: Specialization I (Theory)

Block A Block B Block C Block A Block B Block C

Archives & Archiving
(6 EC)
Tuesday

Preservation & 
Access (6 EC)
Monday Case Study 

Project 
(6 EC)

Thesis (18 EC)

Digital Curation
(6 EC) 
Thursday

Recordkeeping 
Informatics (6 EC)
Thursday

electives (12 EC):
(A) Foundations of Cultural and Social
Data Analysis (6EC)
(B) Applications of Cultural and Social Data 
Analysis (6EC)
(B) Archival Activism (6EC)

Curriculum: full time, year 1
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Semester 1: Specialization II (Practice)

Block A Block B Block C

Internship AIS (30 EC)

UvA seminar  Monday

Curriculum: full time, year 2 
(September – January)
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Semester 1: Advanced Introduction (Theory + Practice) Semester 2: Specialization (Theory)

Block A Block B Block C Block A Block B Block C

Archives & Archiving
(6 EC)
Tuesday

Preservation & 
Access (6 EC)
Monday Case Study 

Project 
(6 EC)

electives (12 EC):
(A) Foundations of Cultural and Social
Data Analysis (6EC)
(B) Applications of Cultural and Social Data 
Analysis (6EC)
(B) ArchivalActivism (6EC)

Curriculum: part-time, year 1

Curriculum: part-time, year 2
Semester 1: Specialization (Theory) Semester 2: Specialization (Theory)

Block A Block B Block C Block A Block B Block C

Thesis (18 EC)Digital Curation 
(6 EC) 
Thursday

Recordkeeping 
Informatics (6 EC)
Thursday
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Semester 1: Specialization II (Practice)

Block A Block B Block C

Internship AIS (30 EC)

UvA seminar  Monday

Curriculum: part-time, year 3
(September – January/March)
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Internship: some examples

• National Archives in Netherlands, United Kingdom, Surinam or Indonesia

• Ministries, Municipalities, Government Archives and Agencies

• (Inter)national Heritage Institutions and Museums

• Dutch National Opera & Ballet 

• NIOD, Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies

• IISG, International Institute of Social History

• Netherlands Institute for Sound and Vision, Hilversum

• Commercial companies
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Master Thesis: 
Digitisation, ethics, and caring. An investigation into the potential 
of using AI for conducting sensitivity review in digital colonial 
archives

Mimi Onuoha, The Library of 
Missing Datasets, 2016
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Master Thesis: 
Sustainability Fever: On Digital Preservation and the Notion of New 
Ecological Mindsets
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Master Thesis: 
Archiving in a networked society: agencies of criminal justice
and their recordkeeping systems
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Academic culture: Graduate Study

MA emphasis:

• Identify pertinent questions
• Distinguish and articulate Information, Theory, Methodology
• Position within an Academic Debate
• Develop skills to make critical analyses and informed arguments
• Synthesize views and insights
• Develop own vision

• Students work independently and in groups
• Staff provide guidance and supervision
• Initiative, participation, discussion
• Process large amounts of information
• Study pace is high!



Faculty of Humanities

Archivistics A certificate / Archivistiek A certificaat

Archival and Information Studies students can receive the certificate once :

• completed the MA Archival and Information Studies 
• obtained a supplementary 30 EC in the field of history, law, or public 

administration
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Career Prospects  
more than 95% of graduates find jobs within 6 months

• Archivist & Curator: Municipalities, Provinces, State
• Data manager and Record keeping consultants: Municipalities, Governmental 

Institutions, Courts, Parliament
• Advisor for policy, creative industries and institutions
• Metadata specialist in archival and cultural institutions, business and agencies
• Researcher and Consultant
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Students’ background

2024 / 25

BA Arts & Culture
BA Cultural History
BA European Media Culture
BA History
BA International Studies
BA Media & Culture Studies
BA Musicology
BA Philosophy
BA Sociology
BA Theater Studies
MA Arts
MA Cultural History
MA Economic History
MA History
MA Spatial Planning

2023 / 24

BA Art History
BA English
BA European Studies
BA Japan Studies
BA History
BA Mathematics
BA Media & Information Studies
MA History
MA Geometry
MA Victorian Literature
RMA History
PhD History

2022 / 23

BA Anthropology
BA Communication Science
BA European Studies
BA Geography
BA History
BA Media & Information Studies
BA Sociology
MA Anthropology
RMA History
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Entry requirements and admission: 
selective master (max. 18 students)

The Professional Master's programme in Archival and Information Studies is open 
for students with a BA degree from the UvA, or an equivalent recognised degree
from another university, in:

• Humanities
or

• Social Sciences

• Quality of essay / paper / chapter from BA-thesis
• Letter of motivation
• Short (online) interview

Questions about formal qualification, registration and admission:  
AdmissionsMA-fgw@uva.nl
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1 March 2025

• All applicants to selective Master's programs
• All applicants with a non-EU/EEA nationality

Deadlines
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Yara Abu Khadijeh 

• Background
• My experience with the program
• Theory and practice
• Working together

If you have questions, feel free to reach out!
Yara.abukhadijah@uva.nl

Student’s perspective

mailto:Yara.abukhadijah@uva.nl
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Administrative information: http://www.uva.nl/master

Programme specific information AIS 90EC : 

adekker@uva.nl / charles.jeurgens@uva.nl

Contact and information

http://www.uva.nl/master
mailto:a.dekker@uva.nl
mailto:charles.jeurgens@uva.nl

