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Source: CNN

https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/japan-first-ai-generated-manga-art-intl-hnk/index.html


Source: openresearch.amsterdam

https://openresearch.amsterdam/nl/page/73614/the-impact-of-ai-on-jobs-and-sexual-discrimination


Why Cultural Data & AI at the UvA?



Computational techniques



Combine critical and computational skills

Source: The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/sep/07/asylum-seekers-ai-translation-apps


Embedded Research Projects



Offered by world leading experts

Prof. Dr. Thomas Poell
Platforms & Cultural Industries

Dr. Fernando van der Vlist
Platforms & Digital Methods

Dr. Jelke Bloem
Computational Humanities

Dr. Paula Helm
Data & Ethics

Dr. Bernhard Rieder
Digital Methods & Platforms

Prof. Dr. Tobias Blanke
Digital Humanities & AI

Dr. Jaap Kamps
Information Retrieval & AI

Prof. Dr. Julia Noordegraaf
Digital Heritage

Prof. Dr. Rens Bod
Digital Humanities & History

Prof. Dr. Stefania Milan
Data & Activism

Dr. Roberto Cerina
AI & Digital Humanities

Dr. Houda Lamqaddam
InfoVis & Digital Humanities

Dr. Delfina Martinez Pandiani
AI & Cultural Analytics



Studying at UvA



Study programme



Curriculum Master’s Cultural Data & AI

COURSES SEMESTER I SEMESTER II EC

Critical Perspectives 
on Data & AI – 

Concepts and Methods
12

Cultural Data Analysis – 
Concepts and Methods 12

Data Project 6

Electives or 
Embedded Research Project 12

Masterʼs Thesis 18



Critical Perspectives on Data & AI – Concepts and Methods

6

(Image: Philipp Schmitt & AT&T Laboratories Cambridge / Better Images of AI / Data flock 
(faces) / CC-BY 4.0)

● Main cultural, political, and institutional 
challenges in the realm of data and AI

● Impact of commercial platforms: Examines the 
role of commercial platforms and their impact on 
markets, infrastructures, and governing frameworks

● Ethical dimensions: Explores ethical questions 
related to data extraction, discriminatory bias, 
accountability, and transparency

● Practicalities: Weekly lectures and seminars by 
different topic experts, with weekly assignments and 
a short paper



12

● Learn the basics of computational thinking: 
abstraction, patterns, decomposition & algorithms

● Develop your first Python programs: Experiment 
and deepen your technical knowledge through a 
combination of seminars and guided exercises.

● Analyse and visualise data from the cultural 
domain: Apply data science methods to analyse 
cultural collections, archives and social media data.

Cultural Data Analysis – Concepts and Methods



Data Project

12

● Apply your computational skills: Use the methods 
you have learned to create or analyse something new 
and substantial in a group project.

● Project management: Learn what roles exist in 
socio-cultural data projects and how they are 
managed.

● Data pipelines: Experience the data analysis process 
from start to finish, from data wrangling to 
visualization and data publishing.

(Image: Posavec, Stefanie. "Writing Without Words." Stefanie Posovec (2006))



Embedded Research Project or Elective

● Selective group projects: Teams of 4–5 students 
embedded in academic research projects and 
institutions in the cultural and media sector.

● Build your research  portfolio: Conduct a concrete 
research project and learn from the challenges of 
real-life data, processes and constraints. The ERP can 
be the basis of your thesis project.

● Networking opportunity: Establish meaningful 
connections with experts in the field through 
collaboration.

(Image: Nacho Kamenov & Humans in the Loop / Better Images of AI / A trainer instructing 
a data annotator on how to label images / CC-BY 4.0)

12



Embedded Research Project or Electives

● Complement your learning by choosing electives in 
your area of choice, from the Media Studies 
department, or from other programmes

12



Embedded Research Project or Electives

● Complement your learning by choosing electives in 
your area of choice, from the Media Studies 
department, or from other programmes

12



● Involves an independent research project under 
expert supervision.

● The Embedded Research Project can provide the 
basis for the Master’s thesis.

Examples of past Master’s theses include:

● “The Music Video in the Ecosystem of Connective 
Media”

● “Camouflage and contortion: How Instagram shapes 
the production and circulation of news content”

● “Movimento Brasil Livre: Analysing a political 
movement through its online indicators”

Masterʼs Thesis

12

(Image: Alina Constantin / Better Images of AI / Handmade A.I / CC-BY 4.0)



Careers



Media sector



Cultural (and heritage) sector



Public governance



Research (and academia)



Research (and academia)LinkedIn Group: Connect with students and alumni

http://linkedin.com/groups/12900410


Application & admission



Entry requirements

Students with an academic Bachelor’s degree in the Humanities or Social Sciences, with a relevant background in 
Media and Information (60 ECTS or more).

1. Prior education: A Bachelor’s degree in Media and Information, Media and Culture, or similar. The level of the 
Bachelor’s degree from a foreign higher education institution must be equal to three years of Dutch university.

2. Language proficiency: New Master's students should be able to speak, read, write and understand English at an 
advanced academic level.

Tips:

● The only way to find out whether or not you are eligible is to actually apply
● While not required, we would strongly recommend including a “programme-specific document” with your 

application (e.g. from your Bachelor’s thesis), especially if you are uncertain

→ More information can be found on the website of the Graduate School of Humanities (GSH): 
https://gsh.uva.nl/application-and-admission/entry-requirements/entry-requirements.html 

https://gsh.uva.nl/application-and-admission/entry-requirements/entry-requirements.html


You have a non-EU/EEA nationality:

● February 23, 2025: Register in Studielink
● March 1, 2025: Submit complete application

You have a Dutch or other EU/EEA* nationality:

● May 8, 2025: Register in Studielink
● May 15, 2025: Submit complete application

* If you wish to apply for housing, the non-EU/EEA 
(earlier) deadlines apply

Application deadlines

→ More information on the website of Cultural Data & AI: 
https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/cultural-data-
ai/application-admission/application-and-admission.html 

https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/cultural-data-ai/application-admission/application-and-admission.html
https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/cultural-data-ai/application-admission/application-and-admission.html


More information?

→ Master’s Cultural Data & AI, 
https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/cultural-data-ai/cultural-data-and-artificial-intelligence.html 

Questions about the application and admission procedure?

→ Graduate School of Humanities (GSH), https://gsh.uva.nl/contact/contact.html 

Questions about the contents of the study programme?

→ Cultural Data & AI programme coordination, cdai-fgw@uva.nl 

Questions about studying at UvA (or studying and living in Amsterdam)?

→ Central Student Service Desk, https://student.uva.nl/en/topics/digital-student-service-desk 

Contact

https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/cultural-data-ai/cultural-data-and-artificial-intelligence.html
https://gsh.uva.nl/contact/contact.html
mailto:cdai-fgw@uva.nl
https://student.uva.nl/en/topics/digital-student-service-desk
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