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P ro g ra m m e  Te a m

Mika Spr ik
• Second year student
• Bachelor Applied Physics

Ar ian  van  Asten
• Programme director
• Chair Forensic Analytical 

Chemistry and On-Scene 
Chemical Analysis

August  de Heij
• Study adviser

Yor ike Har tman
• Programme coordinator



Ta k e  h o m e  m e s s a g e s
• Research  n ot in vestigation
• Theoretical n ot practical (first year)
• Full-tim e m aster
• Selective
• In tern ation al
• In -depth  In terpretation  of Eviden ce (first year)
• Discip lin ary specialisation  (secon d year)



On average: 28 - 42% in ternational studen ts



A tru ly in tern ation al program m e with
alum n i an d studen ts from  39 coun tr ies

550 alum n i an d 82 studen ts



What is foren sic scien ce?

Foren sic Scien ce is the application  of a  broad spectrum  of 
scien ces to an swer question s of in terest to a  legal system



Seeing the big 
picture &
Sharp eye for 
detail



First year :
Seein g the big p ictu re

• Overview foren sic process 
        an d areas of expertise

• Focus on  foren sic reason in g
• Profession al skills: team work an d 

com m un ication
• Man y guest lectu res from  the 

foren sic field



Secon d year:
Sharp  eye for detail

Specialisation  in  your own  expertise
• Discip lin ary m aster courses
• Literatu re Thesis
• Research  project



A week in  the cu rr icu lum



A week in  the cu rr icu lum



Chain  of eviden ce



Moot cou rt



Excursion



Literatu re Thesis
Investigation of the Dutch firearm 

expertise framework

Research  Project

National 
Register 
of Court
Experts

• Investigation of current 
position in expertise 
framework

In tern sh ip
Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons 
Office of Strategy and Policy

• Reports developments in science 
and technology of relevance

• Science for Diplomats

Actively looking into
• Physics Simulations

• Geophysics

• Forensic Statistics

Forensic science international 295 pp. 137–144

Forensic science international 286 pp. 245–251

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First 3D printed firearm cases are being wrapped up in the NL - 3D printed firearms are becoming increasingly popular
�OPCW – Not a science research internship, so does not count for the research project



Foren sic Research  Cen ter
http://www.clhc.n l



Foren sic Research  Cen ter
http://www.clhc.n l



Forensic 
Statistics

Digital Forensics



Foren sic 
Biology

An d m an y 
m ore fields...



Research  Project booklets
www.uva .n l/m fs > study program m e > second yea r

http://www.uva.nl/mfs


How do forensic 
experts detect 
fake videos?









https://vimeo.com/1114811776?msockid=3a72860cea976b27080e96a6eb136a18 

https://vimeo.com/1114811776?msockid=3a72860cea976b27080e96a6eb136a18


Even ts: 
 Fron tiers of Foren sic Scien ce 

& An n ual Sym posium



Upcom in g Even t 
 En gin eerin g Foren sic Eviden ce 

@ TU Delft



Application  &
adm ission

Application
• Procedure see: uva.n l/ m fs
• Referen ce letter from  an  academ ic 

staff m em ber
• Motivation  letter
• Deadlin es:

• Dutch / EU: April 30th, 2026
• Non -EU: Jan uary 31st, 2026

Adm ission
• By assessm en t com m ittee
• Assessm en t in terview



Ta k e  h o m e  m e s s a g e s
• Research  n ot in vestigation
• Theoretical n ot practical (first year)
• Full-tim e m aster
• Selective
• In tern ation al
• In -depth  In terpretation  of Eviden ce (first year)
• Discip lin ary specialisation  (secon d year)



More in form ation
http :/ / www.uva.n l/ m fs
h ttp :/ / www.clhc.n l

August de Heij: studieadviseur-iis@uva.n l

Program m e: fs-iis-scien ce@uva.n l

Mika Sprik: m ika.sprik@studen t.uva.n l



Curricu lum



Career 
exam ples

Forensic Expert: DNA Analist

Forensic Weapons expert

Forensic Expert: Data scien tist 
– Team  High Tech Crim e 

Forensic advisor

PhD studen t: “Using drones and rem ote 
sensing to locate clandestine graves.”

Consultan t Forensic Technology

PhD studen t: “From  iden tification  to a chem ical 
fingerprin t for explosives in  forensic research”

Forensic Scien tist - Crim e Scene Unit 
at Forensic Science Institu te, State Crim inal Police Office Berlin
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