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Hague Center for Strategic Studies checklist on collaborations with China  
applied to the joint Knowledge and Language Lab with Huawei Finland.  

Below are the answers concerning the Huawei Knowledge and Language Lab on the 
questions raised in the “Checklist for Collaboration with Chinese Universities and Other 
Research Institutions” form the Hague Center for Strategic Studies (HCSS) 
https://hcss.nl/report/checklist-collaboration-chinese-universities-and-other-research-
institutions. The report contains a checklist of 10 items, plus 3 additional “points of 
attention”. All of these are addressed below.  

We believe that going through this checklist did not raise any red flags for entering into this 
collaboration.  

Points of attention: 
 1. set your own agenda and know why they set their agenda 

See items Q1 and Q2 below. 

 2. ensure academic freedom 
See items Q5 and Q7 below.  

 3. have a clear view on knowledge transfer that doesn't damage the Dutch or 
European position. 
See items Q5 and Q10 below.  

Q1: Why work with a Chinese partner at all? 

There are three motivations for our collaboration with Huawei Finland:  
Firstly, China is a significant player in our fields of research, and increasingly so: 50% of the 
papers at recent top conferences (IJCAI, NeurIPS) are from Chinese authors, either from 
corporations or from universities. . We (= Europe, Netherlands, our research group) can 
only stay in the world top of our field by working with others in the world top. Secondly, 
Huawei Finland is offering substantial funding that is only available with great difficulty 
from national or European funding agencies. Finally, Huawei Finland brings interesting 
datasets to drive our research and access to realistic experimental conditions 

 • is the integrity of the shared data at stake? 
Data will flow from Huawei Finland to us, not vice versa (i.e. we don't share any of our 
data with Huawei). The data that Huawei shares with us is from their European 
customers, is hosted on European servers, falls under GDPR, and will only be shared 
with us after anonymization by them.  

 • can researchers operate freely?  
The contract guarantees the right to freely publish all our research results, after the 
usual 30-day period in which Huawei Finland can ask for removal of company 
confidential information, or signal a patent-intention, in which case the publication is 
delayed by at most 4 months.  
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 • is it easy to get visas?  
We collaborate with Huawei Finland and foresee regular visits to Helsinki. For 
irregular visits to Shenzhen no visa problems have been experienced in the past by 
ourselves, neither by international colleagues who have a similar collaboration with 
Huawei (e.g. Univ. of Edinburgh) 

 • Is screening required? 
No. PhD students and postdocs on the project will be VU & UvA employees, and will be 
recruited by VU & UvA supervisors.  

 • Are financial transactions guaranteed?  
Yes, payment amounts and schedule are stated in a contract under Finnish law.  

Q2. What is the partnership's aim?  

This collaboration is part of the Innovation Center for AI (ICAI) joint industry-academia AI 
labs that started in Amsterdam and is now a national network (see http://cai.ai). The goals 
of this network are to (a) perform world class AI research (b) create an internationally 
visible ecosystem for AI research in The Netherlands (c) attract and retain AI talent to the 
Netherlands. Existing labs are with TomTom, AHOLD Delhaize, Elsevier, Bosch, Qualcomm, 
the National Police and others. The Knowledge and Language Lab with Huawei Finland will 
contribute to these goals.  

 • Which factors determine success or failure?  
Success factors for us are: production of high-quality research (measured by 
publication impact) and training of young researchers (measured by number of PhDs) 

 • Is there a risk that certain activities could be blocked by the Chinese partner for political 
or strategic reasons, or might have to be designed differently?  
The 4-year research program is clearly laid out in mutually agreed documents. The 
detailed program for the second half of the collaboration is to be determined during 
the first half.  

 • Are your aims and objectives in line with national or regional policy guidelines?  
Yes, see above text on the aims of the ICAI labs.  

 • Is there a reasonable chance that the envisaged aims will still be intact at the end of the 
project?  
Because of the fast-moving pace of AI research, the precise goals for the second half of 
the 4-year collaboration are to be determined in due course. The overall goals are 
described by the 4-year contract.  

 • Are the aims on the Chinese side known and understood and can they be reconciled with 
your own? 
Huawei wants to increase its capabilities on search technology. This is similar to the 
aims of other industries that we collaborate with. For this purpose, Huawei is 





are subject to current discussions. VU and UvA can publish any of the results, subject to a 
30 day embargo period for protection of IP and confidentiality (see comments for above for 
freedom to publish). This is the same as our contracts with European business partners. 
Staff recruitment is the sole responsibility of VU and UvA.  

Q8: Does data management meet the required standards? 

Data will flow from Huawei Finland to us, not vice versa (ie we don't share any data with 
Huawei). The data that Huawei Finland shares with us is from their European customers, 
falls under GDPR, is hosted on European servers and will only be shared with us after 
anonymization.  

Q9: To what extent can employees or others involved in the partnership be exposed to risks 
of a political nature? 

We are not aware of any such “risks of a political nature”. Huawei collaborates with 150 
academic partners across Europe. We have enquired with some other labs in Europe that 
have similar collaborations with Huawei, and no such risks were experienced by others.  

Q10: Are there commercial interests at stake 

 
 

  

Further practical precautions 

Awareness. VU and UvA are both aware of and have experience with collaborations with 
China. Intended Lab directors  and  have a decade of experience in 
academic collaborations with China (yearly visits, adjunct appointment, visiting CSC 
students, Chinese staff members). The contract with Huawei Finland has been negotiated 
by the legal departments and discussed with the boards of directors of both Universities.  

Use of equipment and information; cyber hygiene. All data will be stored on our own 
servers, we are not committed to using Huawei hardware.  

Collaboration strategy The proposed Knowledge & Language Lab has been actively 
discussed with policy makers at both Universities, both legal and strategic.  

Role of the Dutch intelligence services  

 • Have you requested information from the AIVD or has the AIVD already given you 
information about the risks of working with Chinese partners? 

 • Are you aware that there is a specific/heightened risk: in using particular IT applications 
in China and social media of Chinese origin (e.g. WeChat) when communicating with 
Chinese people? 
No communication using Chinese social media is foreseen 



 • Are you aware that there is a specific/heightened risk in allowing Chinese students and 
researchers to access Dutch university networks? 
All staff in the lab will be recruited and employed by VU and UvA. No Huawei staff will 
have access to university networks. 

 • Are you aware that long-term relations and financial dependence on Chinese funding 
sources increase vulnerability? 
Funding for the Knowledge & Language Lab is a welcome and important addition to 
our research portfolio but the viability of our labs do not depend on it.  




