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MOU 

FOR A JOINT PROGRAM 
 

Between 
 

The Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York (hereafter referred to as “Columbia”) 
for its Law School (hereafter referred to as “Columbia”), 

 
and 

 
The University of Amsterdam School of Law (hereafter referred to as “Amsterdam”) 

 
both Columbia and Amsterdam 

referred to as “the Parties” or “the Institutions” (and each as a “Party” or “Institution”) in the 
following. 

 
 
 
Art. 1 – Preamble  
Columbia and Amsterdam are world-class Institutions renowned for their educational programs.  
Given their strengths, they have identified a unique opportunity to collaborate and develop a joint 
program (as described below in “Program”).  
 
Art. 2 – Objective of the Agreement 
Columbia and Amsterdam agree to continue a joint program which, upon successful completion, 
leads to the awarding of two academic credentials: a certificate from Columbia and the LLM 
degree from Amsterdam.  The program is expected to take two semesters for completion, 
including one semester at Columbia and one semester at Amsterdam.  
 
It is envisaged that this agreement will not alter in any significant way (other than, e.g., changes in 
the semester in which students attend each school, and the numbers of participating students) the 
substantially similar joint program that Columbia and Amsterdam have shared since 2005, and 
which was most recently documented in the agreement between them dated March/April 2014.  
Should changes in applicable laws warrant alteration of the program, Columbia and Amsterdam 
will seek agreement on how to continue substantially similar program in international criminal 
law. 
 
Art. 3 – Program Details 
3.1 Program Description  
Program details can be found on the following websites: 
https://passport.law.columbia.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=10
007 
https://www.uva.nl/en/programmes/masters/international-criminal-law/international-criminal-
law.html?cb  



2 
 

Both Parties agree to maintain detailed program descriptions online that describe the program, 
including but not limited to specific degree requirements, courses, costs, and methods for 
students to be able to provide feedback and submit complaints.   
 
The first semester of the Program will be offered at Amsterdam, and the second semester will be 
offered at Columbia. 
 
Taken on its own as a stand-alone program, the Amsterdam LLM program requires the equivalent 
of 60 European Credits.   
 
All students who participate in the Program must, during their semester in Amsterdam, earn 30 
European credits from courses included in the Program menu.  On behalf of Columbia students, 
Columbia will apply up to 12 credits towards the Columbia JD degree for work done at 
Amsterdam, subject to Columbia’s transfer credit policies. 
 
All students who participate in the Program must, during their period of study at Columbia, earn at 
least 12 Columbia credits from the courses included in the Program menu.  On behalf of all 
students enrolled in the Program, Amsterdam will apply up to the equivalent of 30 European 
credits towards the Amsterdam LLM degree, subject to Amsterdam’s transfer credit policies. 
 
Students are considered enrolled at an institution when they are primarily registered and actively 
taking courses.  Students in the Program shall enjoy the same privileges and ability to participate 
in all services offered by each Institution to any of its similarly-situated students. Without limiting 
the foregoing, each institution has established student support services and grievance procedures 
available for students participating in the Program, and such students will have the same access to 
such student support services and grievance procedures as any other student enrolled at the other 
institution during the semester(s) in which the student is registered, enrolled, and taking classes. 
 
3.2 Admissions 
Each Law School will be entitled to enroll a maximum of 8 students per year, with the enrolment 
of any additional students subject to the discretion of the host school. 
 
Students who wish to participate in the Program will be nominated by the Institution in which the 
student is enrolled first.  Any student so nominated will be considered by the other Institution 
according to its normal admission policies and procedures.  
 
In addition to any new procedures that may be mutually developed, processing of applications and 
facilitating the semester abroad will otherwise be wholly in accordance with the existing 
procedures in place for the existing procedures in place for the existing exchange program 
between the two Law Schools.  Those procedures include, among other things, notification and 
forwarding of transcripts of grades obtained by individual students. 
 
3.2.1 Students originating at Columbia 
Students from Columbia who want to participate in the Program must be nominated first by 
Columbia. 
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Students from Columbia who have been selected to participate in the program and are not 
rejected by Amsterdam will be registered as students at Amsterdam during the semester they 
spend at Amsterdam, while also remaining registered as full-time JD degree students at Columbia. 
 
Students from Columbia who successfully complete the Program are issued an LLM degree in 
International Criminal Law from Amsterdam. 
 
Columbia students may be eligible for federal student aid while in attendance at Amsterdam.  The 
Columbia financial aid office will be responsible for monitoring such eligibility and processing 
awards. 
 
3.2.2 Students originating at Amsterdam 
Students from Amsterdam who want to participate in the Program must be nominated first by 
Amsterdam. 
 
Students from Amsterdam who have been selected to participate in the program and are not 
rejected by Columbia will be registered as non-degree students at Columbia during the semester 
they spend at Columbia.  Absent prior written agreement to the contrary, Columbia will not admit 
candidates from Amsterdam who have been degree candidates at another U.S. law school. 
 
Students from Amsterdam who successfully complete the Program are issued an LLM degree in 
International Criminal Law from Amsterdam, and a certificate from Columbia. 
 
3.2.3  
Each Institution will retain sole authority over which applicants will be admitted to its programs, 
and reserves the right to reject any applicants who do not meet its standards of admission.  
(Students who have already earned a JD degree are not eligible to participate in the program.) 
 
In making admissions decisions and in the performance of this Agreement, the two Institutions will 
abide by the principles of nondiscrimination and academic freedom.  Each institution specifically  
agrees that in connection with the Program, including the selection of students, it will not 
discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, 
pregnancy, age, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, status as a victim of 
domestic violence, citizenship or immigration status, creed, genetic predisposition or carrier 
status, unemployment status, partnership status, military status, or any other applicable legally 
protected status. 
 
Students who are nominated by Columbia and then matriculate into the Program will be 
considered degree-seeking students at both Columbia and Amsterdam for the entire academic 
year.   
 
Students who are nominated by Amsterdam and then matriculate into the Program will be 
considered degree-seeking students at Amsterdam, but not at Columbia.  During the time when 
they are registered and actively taking courses at Amsterdam, they are considered full-time 
students at Amsterdam.  During the time when they are registered and actively taking courses at 
Columbia, they are considered visiting, non-degree students at Columbia. 
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Both Institutions agree to maintain accurate descriptions of the joint program online with an 
appropriate level of detail, including, but not limited to, learning goals, the relationship between 
the universities, specific degree requirements, grading practices, courses, costs, support services, 
and methods for students to be able to provide feedback and submit complaints.   
 
3.3 Tuition, Fees, and Eligibility for Federal Aid 
The Program is intended to be revenue neutral, in the sense that participating students will 
continue to pay the usual tuition and fees to their home institution even while pursuing studies at 
the partner Law School abroad. 
 
Participating students will not be charged additional tuition fees for the semester abroad. 
 
Students will pay tuition and fees to the Institution to which they were first admitted.  Students 
from Amsterdam will pay tuition and fees (together: “collegegeld”) to Amsterdam during both the 
semester they spend at Amsterdam and the semester they spend at Columbia.  Students from 
Columbia will pay tuition and fees to Columbia during both the semester they spend at Columbia 
and the semester they spend at Amsterdam.  The host institution may however, in all cases, 
charge visiting students the same non-tuition fees that it charges other similarly-situated students.  
The host institution may also elect to increase the fees that it charges to visiting students in an 
amount commensurate with any substantive increases in the amount non-tuition fees charged by 
the partner school.  For Amsterdam, non-tuition fees are taken to mean the student services fees 
due by the Law School to the University central administration.  Each Institution determines and 
approves its own tuition and fees for each academic year. 
 
All costs, including tuition, fees, travel, room and board and all personal costs will be the 
responsibility of the individual student.  Each Institution will be responsible for disclosing, in 
advance, an estimate as to these costs that may be incurred while in attendance.  General tuition 
information for Columbia programs is posted on-line at: http://sfs.columbia.edu/tuition-rates-and-
fees and for Amsterdam at: https://student.uva.nl/law/az/a-z.html  
 
Columbia represents and warrants to Amsterdam that it is:  chartered by the Board of Regents of 
the University of the State of New York, legally authorized to offer the JD degree, accredited by 
the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, and eligible to participate in Title IV programs. 
 
Columbia affirms that it has not:  (i) had its eligibility to participate in Title IV programs terminated 
by the U.S. Department of Education (“DOE”); (ii) voluntarily withdrawn from participation in Title 
IV programs under a termination, show-cause, suspension, or similar type proceeding initiated by 
Columbia’s licensing agency, accrediting agency, guarantor, or DOE; (iii) had its certification to 
participate in Title IV Programs revoked by DOE; (iv) had its application for re-certification to 
participate in Title IV programs denied by DOE; or (v) had its application for certification to 
participate in Title IV programs denied by DOE. 
 
Amsterdam represents and warrants to Columbia that it is:  located in The Netherlands, legally 
authorized to award the LLM degree, accredited by the Nederlands-Vlaamse 
Accreditatieorganisatie (“NVAO”), and ineligible to participate in Title IV programs. 
 
If Columbia students receive credit toward their Columbia degree while enrolled at Amsterdam, 
they may be eligible for federal student financial aid programs authorized under Title IV while in 
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attendance at the Amsterdam.  Accordingly, the Columbia financial aid office will be responsible 
for monitoring such eligibility and processing awards while the student is registered and actively 
taking classes at Amsterdam, the same as when a student is actively registered and taking courses 
at Columbia.  When determining the student’s enrollment status and cost of attendance, Columbia 
shall take into account all the hours in which the student enrolls at each Institution that apply to 
the Program.  Any withdrawn Columbia student receiving federal student aid will be subject to 
federal regulations as it relates to the return of any unearned federal student aid.  Columbia will 
maintain all records regarding the student’s eligibility for and receipt of Title IV funds.  
 
Both Institutions agree to actively communicate to one another student attendance information 
and withdrawals from the Program and to provide any other information reasonably necessary to 
comply with Title IV requirements, consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(“FERPA”) and the General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/679, “GDPR”) and 
implementing orders, to the extent applicable.  
 
3.4 Insurance  
Students’ insurance requirements will be determined by the rules of the Institution at which the 
student is currently studying.  To this end, the Parties agree to keep each other informed about 
the relevant applicable rules concerning insurance and to give students relevant information.  
 
While enrolled at Columbia, students will be required to enroll in Columbia’s health service and 
medical insurance plans for full-time students and to pay the associated fees.  In addition, they 
must complete an immunization document, as required by New York State and other applicable 
law, as may be updated and revised from time to time (currently, requiring immunizations to 
measles, mumps and rubella).  Students must submit appropriate documentation to the Columbia 
Health Immunization Office before they register for classes. 
 
While enrolled at Amsterdam, all students are responsible to have valid health and accident 
insurance covering the whole period of study, at their own expense.  
 
3.5 Student Responsibilities 
Participating students will be responsible for complying with all policies and regulations of both 
Institutions; and responsible for paying the tuition, fees and all other costs associated with their 
study at the Institution where they are registered and actively taking courses.  Students shall be 
responsible for arranging for any necessary visas. 
 
Each Institution will deal with any academic or personal problems with students according to its 
normal system of support and discipline.  When there are serious concerns, it will take reasonable 
measures to inform the other Institution in a timely manner compliant with applicable privacy and 
data protection law (notably FERPA and GDPR, to the extent applicable).  Both Institutions reserve 
the right to remove a student at any time, following its published policies and procedures on 
student discipline, if it decides that the student’s academic work or personal behavior warrant that 
action.  However, it normally will not do so without first informing the other Institution.  
 
3.6 Housing 
Students will be responsible for making their own living arrangements and, in particular, for 
securing their own housing.  Both Institutions agree to provide the students with the level of 
assistance in obtaining housing that they give to their other similarly situated students. 
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3.7 Visa 
Each Party will assist students in securing the immigration documents necessary to study at its 
Institution.  The students will pay the fees each Institution normally charges citizens of other 
countries for those services, as well as any fees that may be charged by governmental authorities. 
 
3.8 Academic Advisors and Selection of Courses 
Each Institution will provide students admitted to the Program with a faculty advisor.  Subject to 
the approval of the faculty advisor, students will be permitted the same freedom in selecting 
courses as other similarly situated students.  
 
Each Institution’s academic departments have reviewed the other Institution’s pertinent course 
offerings and determined that such courses, if successfully completed, fulfil its requirements, 
subject to each institution’s policies.  Each Institution retains the right to review and evaluate from 
time to time the other Institution’s courses and programs (including syllabi and examinations) that 
are pertinent to this Agreement.  As appropriate to meet its regulatory, accreditation, and other 
standards, each Institution will periodically review the courses subject to this Agreement, together 
with the other Institution’s advertising and recruitment, admissions, appointment of faculty, 
content and rigor of course/program(s), evaluation of student work, outcomes assessment, 
academic advising, and support services.  Each Institution will provide reasonable cooperation to 
the other to enable such reviews. 
 
3.9 Release of the Degree 
Students successfully completing the requirements of the Program and all other requirements for 
Columbia’s JD degree, and who originate at Columbia, will be awarded two degrees:  the JD from 
Columbia and LLM from Amsterdam.   
 
Students successfully completing the requirements of the Program, and who originate at 
Amsterdam, will be awarded the LLM from Amsterdam and a certificate from Columbia.   
 
The receipt of each academic credential will not be contingent upon the award of a degree from 
the other, provided that all requirements for the specified degree are met.    
 
To obtain each credential, the students must submit (or arrange for submission, as appropriate) 
the relevant documentation to each Institution according to its own rules.  
 
Each Institution will maintain full and complete records relating to the program and student 
performance, and shall grant the other Institution access to such records as appropriate to fulfill 
this Agreement, in accordance with applicable laws and policies of each Institution.  Subject to 
Article 9, each Institution shall arrange for appropriate consents from its enrolled students as 
needed to enable the sharing of transcripts and other information between the Institutions as may 
be required for the fulfilment of this Agreement and as otherwise required by law.   
 
Art. 4 – Other activities 
Both segments of the Program and its actual implementation are subject to annual assessments as 
mutually agreed upon by each Law School. 
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Any adjustment to the Program required on the basis of the annual assessments are made 
preceding the start of the academic year. 
 
Each Institution will, upon request, provide timely and reasonable access to its materials, physical 
site(s), and personnel in conjunction with accreditation or regulatory activities by the requesting 
institution’s accreditors and regulators.  As required by each Institution’s accrediting organization, 
the Institution will exercise appropriate oversight for the joint program in conformity with the 
accrediting entity’s standards and policies. 
 
Each Institution will market and promote the Program as agreed in writing by the Parties subject 
to any required regulatory or accreditor approvals.  Neither Party will make any public 
announcement or press release regarding the program, nor use the name, insignia or symbols of 
the other Party, its faculties or departments, for any purpose without such Party’s prior written 
consent.    
 
Columbia recognizes and acknowledges Amsterdam’s sole ownership and rights in Amsterdam’s 
name and associated logos, service marks and trademarks.  Amsterdam recognizes and 
acknowledges Columbia’s sole ownership and rights in the “Columbia University” name and 
associated logos, service marks and trademarks.  Each Institution further acknowledges the value 
of the goodwill associated with such names and trademarks, and agrees not to dispute or contest 
the other Institution’s right and title to its names and trademarks (or assist others in doing so) 
during the term of this Agreement or any time thereafter.  All goodwill arising from the use of the 
other Institution’s names and trademarks under this Agreement shall inure to the benefit of the 
owning Institution.  Each Party agrees to use the other Party’s name, logos, service marks, and 
trademarks only as approved by the owning Party for purposes of fulfilling this Agreement or as 
otherwise may be approved under separate agreements.   
 
Art. 5 – Responsibility for the Agreement 
Each Institution shall appoint a coordinator for the Program and may change the coordinator as it 
deems necessary or appropriate.  The contact information for the coordinators will be made 
available in the online public information described in section 3.1. 
 
Art. 6 – Evaluation of the Agreement 
The two Institutions will consult each other when appropriate, but at least once a year, in order to 
evaluate progress and issues under this Agreement.  
 
Art. 7 – Duration of the Agreement 
This Agreement will be effective from the date of signature of the document by both Parties and 
will be valid for a period of six years, with the possibility of renewal upon the written agreement of 
both Parties.  Either Party may prematurely terminate this Agreement with a minimum of 120 
days’ written notice by either Party.  If either Institution exercises that option, students already 
participating in the Program will be allowed to complete their studies at the Institution in which 
they were enrolled under the terms of this Agreement in effect at the time of their acceptance 
into the program. 
 
Art. 8 – Other  
Each Institution will be subject to and comply with applicable laws as well as its own policies.  Each 
Party agrees that in connection with this Agreement, it will take no action, or omit to take any 
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action, that would violate applicable anti-corruption regulations, export controls, and other 
applicable laws.  Each Party agrees that in connection with this Agreement, it will not offer, 
promise or give, directly or indirectly, anything of value to any government official, political party 
official, political candidate, or employee thereof or to any third party for the purpose of obtaining 
or retaining business or obtaining any illegal benefit or advantage.  The Parties agree not to pay 
any commission, bonus, or other incentive payment based in any part on success in securing 
enrollments or financial aid to any person or entity engaged in any student recruitment or 
admission activities.  
 
Each Institution represents that it has not offered (and will not offer during the term of this 
Agreement) any compensation, reward, gift, favor, service, outside employment, reimbursement 
of expenses, loan, ownership interest, or anything else of monetary value, to any officer, 
employee, student, or faculty member of the other Institution as an inducement to entering into 
or continuing under this Agreement. 
 
There are no third-party beneficiaries to this Agreement.  Without limitation, no student is an 
intended third-party beneficiary to this Agreement.  Nothing in this Agreement establishes a 
partnership or joint venture between the Institutions or allows a Party to create or assume any 
obligation on behalf of the other Party for any purpose whatsoever.  Each Institution will be solely 
responsible for payment of all salaries, wages, taxes, insurance, and benefits in respect of its 
faculty and employees.   
 
No Party will be liable to the other for any failure or delay in the performance of its obligations to 
the extent such failure or delay is caused by fire, flood, earthquakes, other elements of nature, 
acts of war, terrorism, riots, civil disorders, rebellions or revolutions, epidemics, delays in visas, 
changes in laws and governmental policies, or other conditions beyond its reasonable control 
following execution of this Agreement.  If an event of force majeure that impairs substantial 
performance of this Agreement continues for 60 or more days, either Party may upon written 
notice immediately terminate this Agreement, in which event the Parties will confer and take 
reasonable steps to mitigate any adverse effect on students and to each Institution. 
 
Any liability of each university is limited to the amount paid by the insurance company except in 
the case of gross guilt and/or serious negligence. 
 
To the maximum extent permitted by law, in no event will either university be responsible for any 
incidental damages, consequential damages, exemplary damages of any kind, lost goodwill, lost 
profits, lost business and/or any indirect economic damages whatsoever regardless of whether 
such damages arise from claims based upon contract, negligence, tort (including strict liability or 
other legal theory), a breach of any warranty or term of this Agreement, and regardless of 
whether a university was advised or had reason to know of the possibility of incurring such 
damages in advance, except in the case of gross guilt and/or serious negligence. 
 
The Parties may execute this Agreement in counterparts, each of which is deemed an original, but 
all of which together constitute one and the same instrument.  This Agreement may be delivered 
electronically or by facsimile transmission, and the Parties agree that any electronic or facsimile 
signatures to this Agreement will be valid and enforceable as originals.  
 
This Agreement, together with its attachments (if any), is the complete agreement between the 
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parties regarding its subject matter, and replaces any prior oral or written communications 
between them.  Any modification to this Agreement must be made in writing and signed by 
authorized representatives of both parties.  There are no third-party beneficiaries to this 
Agreement.  Without limitation, the prospective or participating students will have no rights under 
this Agreement.   
 
Art. 9 – Processing of Personal Data 
9.1 Data processed 
Parties will process personal data (or have it processed) only where necessary for the fulfillment of 
this agreement and the operation of the joint programme, including matters relating to 
admissions, enrollment, student performance and award of academic credentials.  For 
Amsterdam, see https://student.uva.nl/en/content/az/privacy/privacy.html and information 
security policies as detailed  at https://www.uva.nl/binaries/content/assets/uva/nl/over-de-
uva/over-de-uva/regelingen-en-
regelementen/bedrijfsvoering/personeel/informatiebeveiligingsbeleid-a.pdf; for Columbia see 
https://www.cuit.columbia.edu/privacy-notice and 
https://www.registrar.columbia.edu/content/personal-information. 
   
9.2 Application of Standard Contractual Clauses pursuant to General Data Protection Regulation 
As long as the European Commission has not decided that the United States and the State of New 
York can ensure an adequate level of protection, Module One of the Standard Contractual 
Clauses pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
(‘SCCs’) will apply to personal data transferred by UvA to Columbia pursuant to this Agreement, as 
set out below.  Please see: Standard contractual clauses for international transfers | European 
Commission (europa.eu).  In case both Parties agree upon the transfer of the Personal Data to a 
third country or international organisation, or the other Party is located in such third country, or is 
such international organisation, the Parties agree to implement the appropriate module of the SCCs 
or another lawful transfer mechanism to such transfer. 
 
For transfers of personal data by UvA to Columbia subject to the SCCs, the SCCs are hereby 

incorporated by reference, subject to the following provisions: 
1. Module one will apply, as appropriate; 
2. in Clause 7, the optional docking clause will apply; 
3. in Clause 11 a, the option to lodge complaints with an independent dispute resolution body, 

will not apply; 
4. in Clause 17, Option 1 will apply, and the EU SCCs will be governed by the laws of the 

Netherlands; 
5. in Clause 18(b), disputes shall be resolved before the courts of the Netherlands; 
6. Annex I of the EU SCCs shall be deemed completed with the information set out in Article 

9.1 to this agreement and the resources to which it refers.  The competent supervisory 
authority will be the Dutch Data Protection Authority (DDPA); and 

7. Annex II of the EU SCCs shall be deemed completed with the information set out in Article 
9.1 to this agreement and the resources to which it refers. 

 
9.3  
In the event that any provision of this Agreement contradicts the SCCs (directly or indirectly), the 
SCCs shall prevail. 
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Art. 10 – Dispute resolution and jurisdiction
If a dispute arises between the parties relating to or arising under this agreement, the parties must 
use all reasonable endeavours to settle the dispute expeditiously.  If a party gives notice of a 
dispute, each party must nominate a senior representative with appropriate authority to negotiate 
on behalf of the party to settle the dispute. If the dispute is not resolved within 60 business days 
after receipt of the notice, the dispute shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the 
law of the country in which the defendant is located. Each party irrevocably submits to the 
jurisdiction of the courts of the country in which the defendant party is located.

Signatures     

For The Trustees of Columbia University
in the City of New York                                  

For the University of Amsterdam 

Dennis A. Mitchell, Interim Provost Mireille van Eechoud, Dean Amsterdam Law 
School

Date                 Date

  

nis A. Mitchell, Interi

03/21/2024
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